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society. Many groups who have traditionally
suffered disadvantage - for example, women
and people with disabilities — have increasing-
ly entered into dialogue with politicians at












efforts to involve children - from conferences to
empowerment projects, consultation exercises












It is also necessary to acknowledge that chil-
dren have busy lives. Many potential partici-
pants are likely to be in full-time education,












cation. The politicians were willing to listen and
brought to the Parliament a progress report on
the recommendations from the previous parlia-






children’s suggestions to be incorporated. It
was clear from the beginning that the chil-
dren’s role was to contribute their thoughts
and ideas, but that all final decisions would
rest with the health authority responsible for
the hospital.









with other interested organizations and sent to












the problem of gambling. The Council orients
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The key lessons learned from the process
included the need for:

« Adequate preparation time;

« Children to have realistic ideas of the
expected outcomes of their participation;

« Clarity about the children’s ‘qualifications’
for participating — some adult delegates crit-
icised the children as lacking legitimacy as
representatives. However, they were all
activists in their own country and were not
more or less representative than the adults
present at the meeting. This information
should have been made available to all par-
ticipants;

« A commitment to taking on board what the
children say — their views should have been



progress. At that event, children participated
but in an adult-determined agenda. The Mil-
lennium Congress provided an opportunity for
young people to develop their own agenda and
determine their own priorities.

The process was coordinated through Peace
Child International. It began with a request, via
NGOs at country level, to millions of children
throughout the world to fill in priority cards and
send them to national coordinators. National
meetings were then held at which young peo-
ple voted for their top priorities and for their
representatives to attend the Congress. A total
of 612 young people then gathered in Hawaii to
meet each other, share experiences, and set
global strategies for dealing with agreed priori-
ties. Mentors were available to the young peo-
ple to share their knowledge and experience.
The delegates identified ten key priorities and
then developed detailed action plans for their
implementation. Education emerged as every-
one’s top priority, with a powerful demand not
for traditional schooling but for a new type of
education that prepares children for living in
harmony with the environment and each other.
Other priorities included peace-building, a
reduction in military expenditure, human rights
promotion, and eradicating HIV/AIDS.

After the Congress, a group of young people
who had been given the responsibility of pro-
ducing a report met to put together the artwork,
poems, essays and action plans that had been
collected by the national coordinators. The out-
come was a highly attractive conference report



can choose a project and support it. The web-
site also provides a resource for other groups
seeking ideas for sustainable development.

Comment - The Congress was ‘owned’ by






assumed that they will be a homogeneous












