
CONTENTS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1. INTRODUCTION

2. INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

3. DEFINITIONS
3.1 



EXECUTIV SUMMARY



Refugee status determination

Considering their vulnerability and special needs, it is essential that children’s refugee
status applications be given priority and that every effort be made to reach a decision
promptly and fairly.

Not being legally independent, an asylum-seeking child should be represented by an
adult who is familiar with the child’s background and who would protect his/her interests.

Interviews should be conducted by specially qualified and trained officials.





parents and is not being cared for by an adult who by law or custom has responsibility to do
so”3



Registration and documentation
5.6 Unaccompanied children should be registered through interviews. (For more details, see

details, see 5.8-5.16). In addition to the initial registration of basic biographical data, the



disadvantages are known to flow from the criteria because this may be an incentive for
misrepresentation. The guiding principle is whether an individual demonstrates an



7. INTERIM CARE AND PROTECTION OF CHILDREN SEEKING ASYLUM

General

7.1



the existence of profound trauma in many children, which calls for special sensitivity and
attention in their care and rehabilitation.

7.11 The Convention on the Rights of the Child sets out the duty of states to provide
rehabilitation services to children who have been victims of any form of abuse, neglect,
exploitation, torture, cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or armed conflicts9. To
facilitate such recovery and reintegration, culturally-appropriate mental health care should
be developed and qualified psycho-social counselling be provided.

Education
7.12 Every child, regardless of status, should have full access to education in the asylum

country.10 The child should be registered with appropriate school authorities as soon as
possible.

7.13



objective factors, and to determine, based upon these factors, whether a child may be



9.4 Special efforts must be made to ensure the provision of appropriate counselling for a child
who is to be returned. This is particularly important in case of individual reluctance, as
well as family pressure not to return. If possible, the child should be encouraged to
communicate with his/her family members prior to return.

9.6 The possibility of using the expertise of international agencies could be explored, notably
for initiating/maintaining contacts both with the child's family and with the authorities in the
country of origin and establishing an assistance programme for the family, when deemed
necessary and appropriate.

9.7 It is acknowledged that many different perspectives will need to be taken into account in
identifying the most appropriate solution for a child who is not eligible for asylum. Suchv3o990.25 0  T9D 0.066multidisciprop2362 fyinachcknme is nexampeturhe chl asal yibilit of origmthat85 Panelsthorities in thewelthaaifferee ttoon os etthathorities in the



Family Tracing/Reunion
10.5 Family reunion is the first priority and it is essential that unaccompanied children are

assisted in locating and communicating with their family members. Advice may be sought
from the ICRC Central Tracing Agency or, if need be, from the tracing services of other
international institutions. Assistance from the national Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies may be required to restore such links. All attempts should be made to reunite
the child with his/her family or other person to whom the child is close, when the best



11. STAFF TRAINING

I t c r u c i a l . N I N G



Annex I

LIST OF INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL STANDARDS

-Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, 1951
-Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees, 1967
-Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948






