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"Children have the
right to have a say
and be listened to"

Article 12 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child

By Sandra Macaskill and Margaret Petrie
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Executive Summary

�� establishing effective monitoring of children and young people who are refugees and asylum-seekers in Scotland, 

■ 
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Section 1

SECTION I

“People don’t come here to have fun, they come because they have
difficulties...” (Kosovan girl, aged 16)

INTRODUCTION 
Save the Children and the Scottish Refugee Council jointly commissioned this study to identify issues affecting
refugee children, young people and their families who are seeking asylum in Scotland. The principal aim for the
study was to identify areas where government and organisations can further contribute to promoting the rights
and welfare of these children and young people. The research took place in the context of the start of an 
annual dispersal of 6000 asylum-seekers to ScotlandDUCTIONment atimplementation of the 

Act 1999 Tthe study was coductned in woe stges. Firsntl,e children and young peopld ware identiined to tarinciptce infocus�
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a welfare team focussing on issues related to social welfare, education, training and employment, emotionaland psychological support ���	��� ���� �������� ��� 
������� ���� ����	���� ���� � ���!��"���� �������#��� ���� �"���� 	�� ����� ��� ��$$����� 
���� ��
��

(Young Kosovan woman)

THE IMMIGRATION AND ASYLUM ACT 1999
The large numbers of refugees awaiting decisions on claims for asylum in London and the south-east (104,000



THE SCOTTISH ASYLUM-SEEKERS CONSORTIUM
In Scotland, a consortium has been set up to co-ordinate with NASS. It is a multi-agency “stakeholders” group
representing bodies with an interest in asylum/refugee issues under the new Act. Its membership includes senior
Feundation16 oHousntinAssociationi,IBritosh R/d Crosi,IOxfam, R/refugeSurvival Trust, YMCAth d Stdathclyde Polffi.upWhileof 
Tn Sctish A asyl-SeekicerC consortiubrntisup gef 
ris wide range16 on interes a cficnntinn asyl-seekice,up
Government Association. Predating the full implementation of the new Act, it aimed to house 600 families to ease
some of the burden in the south. Only 140 families arrived before the interim arrangements ceased in July this year.

The second phase of the NASS contract aims to provide 1000 units of accommodation in Glasgow and other local
authority areas, primarily in the central “belt” of Scotland. To date the numbers of asylum-seekers coming to
Scotland have not been as high as was projected. By the end of August 2000, 433 principle applicants had been
dispersed. When families make applications for asylum, the head of the family is described as the “principle
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Section 2

Asylum-seekers are people who flee their home country and seek refugee status. Under Part VI of the
Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, the term asylum-seeker included people who claim that their removal
breaches Article 3 of the European Convention on Human Rights that prohibits torture, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment

Refugee status - a person is recognised as a refugee when the government of the new country decides that
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“We reached Scotland by bus. We were given food and a house to live in.
However there was not hot water in the house, which we reported to the owner
several times. After a month the owner corrected the problem” (Boy aged 16)

■ children and young people are being located in socially disadvantaged areas in which they experience 
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Young people who had arrived as part of the Kosovan progral5progr1tevantages and distevantages in being
part of a group. They would not have liked to be the only Kosovan in the class but also thought their English and
their relationships with other young people might have developed more quickly if they were not always talking to
other Albanian speakers. “Our language is so strange to Scottish kids – we’ve taught them so5prAlbanian, mostly
swear words”. Young people from a range of different countries attending thprog5proecondary school language
support unit appreciated having contact with other young people from asylum-seeking families. “It’s all new to us
so it is helpful to be with others in a similar situation.”

BULLYING
Most of the younger Kosovan children did not mention instances of bullying. African and Asian children however
did mention experiencing racist bullying and that their school had tried hard to stamp it out. The majority of the
teenage young people had experienced some form of hostility from other pupils in the school. 

“There are some people who were hostile to any strangers coming to school. All
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“...they took away my Daddy. I don’t know why. They never told us why.
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I didn’t come here for fun. . . 

The voucher system also sets asylum-seeking families apart from the local community into which they are trying to
be accepted. Children and young peoples’ quality of life is greatly diminished, social activities are restricted, and
school trips cannot be paid for. A teacher visiting when one group of siblings was being interviewed pointed out
that the lack of cash in asylum-seeking families could lead to pressure and embarrassment for the young person
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Section 3to Scotland’s economic, social and cultural development. Scotland has much to gain from the successful settlementand integration of young refugees as is recognised in the government’s stated commitment to the social integrationof all recognised refugees in the UK. However, the Scottish Refugee Council, in their written response to HomeOffice Consultation Paper on this issue (December 1999), pointed out:

“There is a need for a national strategy on the integration of refugees. The aim of integration
should be to provide the opportunity for all refugees to be fully included in society and have the
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The UK Government should take the lead in ensuring that the rights and needs of children and
adults seeking asylmw
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Scottish Refugee Council
Wellgate House 
200 Cowgate
Edinburgh EH1 1NQ 
0131-225-9994
www.scottishrefugeecouncil.org.uk

Scottish Refugee Council
One Stop Shop - Asylum Support Team
Standard Building
94 Hope Street
Glasgow G2 6QA
Tel: 0141 248 9799

The Refugee Council
3 Broadway
London SW8 1SJ
Tel: 0207 820 3085
www.refugeecouncil.org.uk

Save the Children in Scotland 
Scotland Programme
7th Floor
Haymarket House
8 Clifton Terrace
Edinburgh EH12 5DR
Tel: 0131 527 8200
scotland@scfuk.org.uk

Save the Children
17 Grove Lane
London SE5 8RD
Tel: 0207 703 5400


