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Introduction

This report was compiled by Judith Dennis, the Refugee Council Policy Adviser for Unaccompanied
Children and Selam Kidane, Refugee Project Consultant for the British Agencies for Adoption and



Who counts the children and how are
they defined?

Home Office statistics

The Home Office started collecting numbers of asylum applications from unaccompanied minors in
1992. These figures are currently made available to the Refugee Council quarterly. They include a
nationality breakdown and also how many asylum applications were made ‘in-country’, i.e. after entry to
the UK, or at port.

The figures collected by the Home Office are of children applying for asylum who were ‘unaccompanied at



Referrals are accepted from any source, including self-referrals, and all are recorded on the database.
Reports are drawn from the database to examine trends of referrals by nationality, age and gender. The
latest report is shown in Appendix 5.

London Asylum Seekers’ Consortium statistics

The London Asylum Seekers’ Consortium (LASC) has also been developing a data resource system,
which collates data on those unaccompanied asylum-seeking children supported by London local
authorities. This data also includes detail about the child and where s/he is placed.

For the period up to end March 2001 these details were not available in sufficient detail for our
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So where are the children?






Conclusions and recommendations

Although of limited statistical value, the exercise was useful for the following reasons:

While we were collating above figures, we built valuable networks. Many agencies were extremely
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Appendix One

Extract from the Home Office Statistical Bulletin Asylum Statistics United
Kingdom 1996 published in May 1997.

Website link: http://www.homeoffice.qgov.uk/rds/pdfs/hosb1597.pdf
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Appendix Two

Extract from the Home Office Statistical Bulletin Asylum Statistics United
Kingdom 1999 published in October 2000.
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Uganda 25
Ukraine 5
Vietnam 20
Yemen 5
Yugoslavia (unknown) 35
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Haringey 399
Harrow 46
Havering 67
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Rutland

Sandwell

11
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Democtbic Republic of Congo9
Ecuador9
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Not known at point of referral

52
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