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Foreword

By Bill Morris, General Secretary, Transport and General Workers’ Union

The T&G has been proud to be part of this unique exercise, which has seen over 50
organisations, with particular support from Oxfam GB and the Refugee Council, come
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1: Introduction
This report is a summary of a more extensive report intended to feed into the current
Government review of vouchers and to inform public debate on this issue.

It is the first attempt to assess in any detail the impact of the scheme, and is based on the views
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2: Summary of recommendations
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• Improve Parliamentary and governmental scrutiny of the system

There has been insufficient scrutiny of this policy – which involves significant, although
undefined, levels of public expenditure - by Parliament.  The remit of the Social Security
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3: Summary of findings
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4: About the Home Office review
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5: Origins of the voucher scheme
Prior to the 1996 Immigration and Asylum Act, asylum seekers were entitled to the same welfare
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6:The case against vouchers
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• Vouchers undermine the fight against social exclusion and child poverty

Under the Government’s NASS system, asylum seekers and their families - already one of the
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Even though the Government accepts there are significant costs associated with most
disabilities, disabled asylum seekers are not eligible for disability benefits. According to NASS,
provided disabled asylum seekers meet local authority community care eligibility criteria, it is
local authorities that should provide any necessary support. However in practice, authorities are
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 “The Committee notes with concenuTD
-t, as acknowledged byTD
e State party,TD
ere is
increasing racial tension between asylum seekers andTD
e host communities, which has
led to an increase in racial harassment in those areas andTalso threatensTD
e well-being
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• 

• 
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Appendix 1: Case studies provided by the organisations
participating in the survey.

Some of the cases used may be included in other responses to the Home Office review of the voucher
scheme, submitted by the individual organisations concerned. Some of these case studies were submitted
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