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Introduction

In 1990, the Home Office called on police forces to
develop proactive policies and operational interventions
in domestic violence. These were to cover arrest,
thorough investigation and recording. It recommended
that officers developed an improved understanding of,
and response to, domestic violence survivors. The
Home Office Inter-agency circular of 1995 (currently
under revision) encouraged statutory and voluntary
agencies, including the police, to work together to
respond effectively to domestic violence.

Policing domestic violence

The results of much of this innovation have not been
measured, however through Home Office funding the
following projects have been evaluated in order to
measure their effectiveness.

1. The Merseyside Domestic Violence Prevention
Project

This project issued quick response pendant alarms to
vulnerable women identified by the crime prevention
officer and the domestic violence prevention worker. It
set up a domestic violence database on police
attendance and aimed to improve the transfer of
injunction details from courts to the police. In addition, it






fuse the historically separate roles of victim support
and crime prevention;

target offenders;

identify chronic offenders;






