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Introduction 

The criminal and civil law provide a range of protective
measures in situations of domestic violence. Civil
remedies can provide protection through:
� the non-molestation injunction granted under the

Family Law Act 1996 (FLA);
� an occupation order under the FLA which can

include a provision to exclude a violent party; and
� an exclusion order where child protection is

concerned under the recently amended Children
Act 1989 (CA). Civil remedies can also provide
protection through the use of the occupation order.

An overview of existing law

Prior to the introduction of the Family Law Act 1996, the





important protection provision. However, in the
absence of any reported case law or statistics it is
impossible to determine the use and effectiveness
of this provision.

The Children Act 1989 section 8 (Child Contact Orders)

� Analysis of case law and available literature
regarding the judicial approach to contact shows
that the granting of section 8 contact orders in
public and private law proceedings continues to
uphold the presumption that contact is best. The




