


AI and human rights
education
AI's mandate aims to contribute to the
observance throughout the world of
human rights as set out in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).
In pursuance of this aim, AI promotes
awareness and knowledge of, and
adherence to, human rights standards
in general, and actively campaigns
against violations of certain civil and
political rights.



campaigning. Their activities educate
the people they seek to mobilize in the
wider community as well as those who
are the targets of AI's actions.

Human rights education in
practice
Educating an entire population about
human rights is clearly an ambitious
goal – particularly for AI or other non-
governmental organizations (NGOs).

AI Sections have adopted a range
of more focused approaches to increase
their effectiveness. These approaches
have included lobbying governments to
ensure that human rights are included
at all levels in the educational syllabus
and sometimes working with the
ministry of education or the police
authorities providing advice on the
contents of that curriculum. Some AI

Sections have developed HRE packs
which form the core of such
educational programs.

For other Sections the focus of
lobbying has been targeted towards
IGOs or NGOs. In some societies there
are national human rights bodies, again
with large funds at their disposal and
HRE within their mandate. The
lobbying of these organizations and of
governments has sought to ensure that
building knowledge of human rights is
one of their tasks, and one that they




