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CHAPTER 6
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN
RIGHTS STANDARDS AND
ORGANIZATIONS

International human rights standards and
agreements make governments accountable,



International human
rights law 
The 1993 UN World Conference on
Human Rights in Vienna reaffirmed
that states must respect all rights in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR). The UDHR and other
international instruments at the UN and
regional IGO level specify governments'
responsibilities for the protection and
promotion of human rights,
domestically and internationally. The
Vienna Conference also reaffirmed that
human rights are not simply the
domestic concern of individual nation
states. Treaties such as the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or



Standards on specific
subjects



lengths to avoid public sanction,
indicating that this public comment
can be an effective source of pressure.

M Establishing thematic experts
(special rapporteurs and working
groups). Over the years the
Commission has appointed individual



their annual reports submitted to the
Commission, they also make general
recommendations about how the world
should tackle the particular violations.
AI often argues that the Commission must
take action when its own thematic (or
country) experts expose violations in a
country.  The experts' reports are available
from UN information offices around the
world and from the UN Internet websites
(see margin). The IS, and not Sections,
approach the experts directly.

M Drafting new human rights
standards or carrying out studies. Many
of the UN human rights treaties or
other standards are drafted by working
groups of the Commission in which
government representatives negotiate
the text. In most cases NGOs are also
able to speakwthe par11.1ipgotsionund the



mechanisms, human rights field
operations and the Commission on
Human Rights. 

The High Commissioner can be
very influential if she speaks out
against human rights violations in
particular countries or in support of
new human rights standards. She can
visit countries to persuade the
government to cooperate with the UN
and end violations. She can take
practical steps like offering the
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international standards. It has, for
example, campaigned consistently for
the death penalty to be recognized in
international law as a violation of
human rights. Evidence that it is
gradually succeeding can be found in
the growing number of governments
supporting the S TweOpnationin




