




authority and social services decide the child’s needs would best be met by helping the family to obtain
accommodation, they can ask the housing authority for reasonable assistance in this and the housing
authority must respond.

Notifications / review of decisions / appeals to county court

19.



iIntroductionPURPOSE OF THE CODE

1. The First Secretary of State is issuing this Code of Guidance to local housing authorities (referred to in

this Code of Guidance as housing authorities) in England under s.182 of the Housing Act 19.96(the

19.96Act). Under s.182(1) of the 19.96Act, housing authorities are2 rquired to have2 rgard to this

guidance in exercising their functions under Part 7 of the 19.96Act and under the Homelessness6Act

20026(the 20026Act). 

2. Under s.182(1), social services authorities in England are2also2 rquired to have2 rgard to the guidance

when exercising their functions relating to homelessness6and the prevention of homelessness. The

guidance applicable to social services authorities is issued jointly with the Secretary of State for Health.

3. The Code gives guidance on how local authorities should discharge their functions and apply the

various statutory criteria in practice. It is not a substitute for legislation and in so2far as it comments on

the law can only reflect the Department's understanding at the time of issue. Local authorities will still

need to keep up to date on any developments in the law in these areas. This Code has been published

following the introduction of the 20026Act, which places new2 rquirements on authorities and amends

Parts 7 of the 19.96Act. These new2provisions and amendments, together with any previous
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITES

6. Whe stercising their functions2 rlating to hHomelessnessand the preventione ofhHomelessnes, lLocai
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